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Reference: RS20/14800-1

Petition Number: P-05-1077
Petition title: Stop the voting boundary change to Ystrad Mynach south.

Text of petition: The Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales
have extremely advanced proposals, now with the Welsh Government, which
move Forge Mill estate and Coopers Court into Llanbradach community
council. The residents of this entire area were not informed, although their
local community councillors were fully aware. We have had no consultation,
only just finding out by accident that these proposals exist..

These proposals divide us from our community, taking our vote away from
the community we actively participate in and into a community that we are
not part of. This petition is to let you, our representatives at the Senedd, know
of our strong opposition to the proposed changes to the voting boundary in
the south of Ystrad Mynach. We demand that we aren't divided from our
community and trust that you will take the appropriate action to remove us
from the proposal.
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1. Context

responsible for undertaking these reviews. Following extensive public
consultation, which includes publication of draft proposals for each County in
Wales, the Commission publishes and submits its final recommmendations to the
Welsh Ministers.

The Commission's final recommendations are then subject to a six week period
when representations may be made to the Welsh Government. It is then for the
Welsh Ministers to decide how to proceed, and whether to implement the
Commission’s recommendations by Order.

The electoral review for the county of Caerphilly began in February 2019 when the
Commission undertook an initial consultation with representatives of local

2020.

The Commission then undertook a further period of consultation on the draft
proposals. The consultation was initially to run between 23 January and 15 April
2020, but due to the pandemic, the consultation was paused on 24 March 2020.
The consultation was re-opened on 15 June 2020 and closed on 07 July 2020.

Received 81 representations from Caerphilly County Borough Council,
four County Borough Councillors, five community councils, two Town
Councillors, two Political Groups, one non-resident, one interested party
and 65 residents. The Commission also received a petition with 536
signatures of Blackwood residents that was submitted by a County
Borough Councillor.

The Commission noted that it considered ‘all these representations carefully’
before formulating its recommendations. A summary of the representation can
be found in the Appendix to the Final Recommendations Report..



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2013/4/contents/enacted
https://ldbc.gov.wales/
https://ldbc.gov.wales/
https://ldbc.gov.wales/sites/ldbc/files/review/Caerphilly%20Draft%20Proposals%20V7_0.pdf
https://ldbc.gov.wales/sites/ldbc/files/review/Caerphilly%20Draft%20Proposals%20V7_0.pdf
https://ldbc.gov.wales/sites/ldbc/files/review/Cfly%20Final%20Report%20V12.pdf
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The Commission’s Final Recommendations for the future electoral arrangements
for the County of Caerphilly was submitted to the Welsh Ministers on 5 November
2020.

Key recommendations include:

. a council of 69 members, a reduction from its current size of 73. This
results in a recommended county average of 1,886 electors per member.

. 30 electoral wards, a decreas from 33 existing wards.

. 25 multi-member wards in the County consisting of 12 two-member
electoral wards: 12 three-member electoral wards; and one four-
member electoral ward.

2. The Local Democracy and Boundary
Commission for Wales

The Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales is an independent
Welsh Government sponsored body established by the Local Government
(Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013. The Commission is able to undertake work on its
own initiative, at the request of a principal council in some circumstances or
following direction by the Welsh Ministers.

On 23 June 2016, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government at the
to restart its 10 year electoral review programme. The programme would have a
new prioritised timetable, with an expectation that all 22 electoral reviews be
completed in time for the new arrangements to be put into place for the 2022
local government elections.

3. Boundary and Electoral Reviews

Over time, due to changes or shifts in population, there may be a need to make
changes to boundaries of commmunity areas or electoral arrangement in some or
all of the 22 principal council areas in Wales. The Commission can make
recommendations on a number of matters, including the appropriate number of
elected members for each principal council, boundaries of electoral wards and
whether a ward should be multi-member or not.



https://gov.wales/written-statement-local-elections-and-electoral-arrangements
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The Commission can make recommendations on electoral arrangements to the
Welsh Ministers which it feels are in the interest of effective and convenient local

The Commission must comply with the considerations set out in the
legislation that state that the Commission must seek to ensure that “the
ratio of local government electors to the number of members of the
council to be elected is, as nearly as may be, the same in every electoral
ward of the principal area”.

The document goes on to state:

The Commission will seek to provide the best level of electoral equality
for each area under review and will take each case on its merit. The
Commission takes the view that departing from the average ratio for the
council can only be justified by clear evidence of other balancing factors,
such as local ties or other relevant considerations.

The current programme of electoral reviews will aim to submit recommendations
for all 22 Principal Council areas to the Welsh Ministers to be implemented with,
or without modification, in time for the 2022 local government elections.

The way the Commission conducts an electoral review is defined by the Act;
through its Electoral Reviews: Policy and Practice document; and by directions
issued by the Welsh Ministers. The Commission’s guidance for electoral reviews
sets out the procedures and methodology it proposes to adopt in respect of
reviews. The guidance also explains how the Commission considers the issue of
the appropriate number of elected members identified for each principal council.

4. Senedd Action

Orders and regulations made under sections 37 to 39, and 43 of the 2013 Act (save
s.37(1) and 41(1)), are only subject to the requirements and procedures set out in
those and associated sections. In practice, what this means is that these can be
thought of as ‘no procedure’ statutory instruments and, as such, they are not
subject to scrutiny by the Senedd via either the negative or affirmative procedure.

It should be noted however, that the specific procedures set out in the relevant
sections impose a number of scrutiny type requirements such as consultation



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2013/4/section/21/enacted
https://ldbc.gov.wales/publications/11-16/electoral-reviews-policy-and-practice
https://ldbc.gov.wales/publications/11-16/electoral-reviews-policy-and-practice
https://ldbc.gov.wales/publications/11-16/electoral-reviews-council-size-policy
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with specified parties, time limits, and where being made other than by Welsh
Government, approval of the Welsh Ministers.

The Welsh Ministers will therefore make a decision on whether to implement the
recommendations of the Commission by Order, with or without modification - or
not at all following a period of representation.

The Senedd'’s Petitions Committee considered a similar petition calling for the

5. Welsh Government action

In a letter to the Chair of the Committee, the Minister for Housing and Local
Government notes:

It is important that each review follows the statutory process and that
the integrity of the process is preserved. | regularly receive
correspondence in connection with the reviews being undertaken and
while it is not possible to answer them in detail, the points raised are
considered when making decisions about each of the
recommendations in each of the reports.

While | understand why individuals would seek to pursue petitions in
these circumstances | am concerned this could become a routine route
of representation which takes place in parallel to the established legal
process.

A statutory six week period for making representations to the Welsh Ministers
began from the date the Commission’s recommendations were submitted to the
Welsh Government.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.



https://petitions.senedd.wales/petitions/200183
https://petitions.senedd.wales/petitions/200183
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/6431#C312330
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/6431#C312330
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